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The State of Our Town

From the Mayor

A New Year is here and, as I’ve done in previous years, it seems appropriate to update the progress and prosperity
of Sunnyvale as we continue to strengthen our Town, take advantage of the positive aspects of our community and
candidly evaluate the risks and opportunities that we need to address.
As we began 2016, Sunnyvale was recovering from the impacts of the tornado that started in our Town as it moved
to the northeast to create destruction and devastation from which other communities are still recovering. Keeping
in mind and heart the Sunnyvale families who were impacted by the tornado, the encounter could have been much
worse. That evening, and in the days that followed, our little Town did what it does best in times of crisis and need –
we reacted with unprecedented levels of support and assistance to make certain that all were cared for in whatever
levels and efforts were required. Rebuilding and recovery in Sunnyvale is almost complete.
As I’ve noted many times, we are blessed to live in a community where every citizen and stakeholder is committed
to maintaining our uniqueness and special quality of life. One major blessing is the Sunnyvale ISD and its drive for
excellent outcomes for our children. Property values increased again in 2016 and, thankfully, our crime rates did not.
Your Town Council continued to address and attempt to resolve ongoing issues and meet new challenges with energy
and a commitment to maintaining Sunnyvale’s special qualities. We come from different backgrounds, with different
perspectives, but our commitment to the community and its success is unified.
Some of the accomplishments and achievements during the past year include –
• Delayed, but tangible improvements to several of our major surface roads. This year will be the second of three
that were planned for major reconstruction of blacktop thoroughfares and roads. The key this year must center
on initiating and completing the planned repairs in a much timelier manner for our citizens.
• Strong progress toward finally completing the updated Comprehensive Plan for the Town. We anticipate that
final approval will be brought to the Council within the next sixty days.
• Delivery of new fire equipment for the Town that provides a significant improvement in our public safety
capabilities.
• A healthy financial picture for the Town as we completed our Fiscal Year at the end of September. A responsible
budget for the current year should leave us with a strong fund balance to support the launch of several necessary
infrastructure projects during 2017.
• Good progress on the final designs and schedules for the widening of Collins Road/SH 352 to the south of US80.
Our regional partners in this project are bearing the financial burden of improving the road while the Town works
on easement and right of way clearances. We’re still looking for construction start late this year.
• Launch of new sewer monitoring equipment on the Garland line which will eventually allow the Town to adjust
sewer rates to more reasonable levels after a new baseline of usage is confirmed.
Continued on reverse.

Continued from front.

Opportunities for Sunnyvale in 2017 include –
• Our water projects continue to lag behind original schedules. The new
water tower, linkage to Dallas Water Utilities as a primary water supplier
and the completion of new lines for service enhancement must show
much better progress in this year.
• Economic Development successes are still insufficient. Strategies
for capture of new non-residential stakeholders must be reinforced
while maintaining respect and consideration for existing residents
and businesses. The collaborative effort between Staff, Council, 4-A
Corporation and 4-B Corporation must maintain aggressive positions on
attracting new businesses to our Town that create sustained value and
enhance our community’s quality of life.
• With the completion of the Comprehensive Plan, the Council and Staff
must focus on refinements and improvements to related Ordinances
that will challenge residential developers to provide more than “the
usual” when coming to Sunnyvale and will provide standards to ensure
that neighborhoods remain at a high level of quality for decades to
come.
Certainly, there are risks that continue –
• Council, Staff and Citizens must remain aligned and committed to the
long standing strategies, land use plans, ordinances and community
expectations that have been the standards of Sunnyvale for over six
decades. Density management and quality growth remain the essence
of our future success.
• Growth brings increased needs for infrastructure – roads, water, and
public safety – and we must ensure that our planning for the expansion
of our infrastructure is done in a manner that minimizes impact on the
taxpayers of Sunnyvale. This is a large challenge for the Council and
Staff that we must address during this next year.
• Failure to communicate with you, our citizens, whether it’s informing
you of what’s going on or listening to your ideas or complaints, can
create wastes of taxpayer money and create unnecessary confusion
and concerns.
Just as I indicated at the start of 2016, I continue in my resolve – as does the
Council – to serve you in the spirit of ‘One Sunnyvale’ in Town governance.
We must continue to encourage and welcome input from you and other
stakeholders so that we can develop and provide the best strategies and
solutions for Sunnyvale – today and in the future.

Adult Book Club
The Sunnyvale Public Library will
host a Book Club beginning on
Friday, January 27th at 6 p.m.
The first title will be
The Swan Thieves
and will be distributed at the first
meeting.
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Meet with
the
Mayor
AT TOWN HALL

Thursday, January 12th
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 26th
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 28th
9:30 a.m. – Noon
Mayor Phaup welcomes the
opportunity to meet with individual
citizens or groups at other times
more convenient to you. To
schedule a time, please call him at
home at 972-226-3757.

The Sunnyvale Fire Department will
host a blood drive
Wednesday, January 18th
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Town Hall
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or
visit redcrossblood.org and enter:
sunnyvalefire to schedule an
appointment.

Town Hall will be closed Monday,
January 16th in observance of
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
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