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From the Mayor

I received a good amount of feedback on some of the comments and ideas that were part of my Mayor article last
month. I welcome your thoughts and ideas, no matter if you agree with me or not, as feedback is one of the primary
channels that provide me the opportunity to improve my service to you.
I obviously wasn’t clear enough when it came to the topic of change as several citizens expressed concern that I was
against change. A quick reread of the article confirmed to me that I could have and should have been more direct in
my comments.
So, to add clarity to my comments, following are just some of the items that I believe need to change in our Town and
governance (they are only my thoughts and not representative of individual or collective Town Council members) –
- We must change and greatly improve our communication as a Council and Town staff. Our current methods are
inadequate when it comes to updating and informing citizens and stakeholders on what we’ve done and are doing for
you. We are obliged, I believe, to make this situation better.
- We must develop an Economic Development strategy with our Boards and Staff and, then, make tangible action
plans toward that strategy. The Council and I discussed this at a recent goal setting meeting. We’ve got lots of activity
going on (much of which citizens never hear about – see above), but we are missing essential vision and direction
elements to really break through on growing our non-residential tax base.
- We must be more responsive and consistent in our responses to citizens at Town Hall. All too often, I continue to
hear of less than positive experiences when a citizen has a question, concern or is experiencing a problem. This sort
of experience is not limited to citizens as I’ve also heard it from prospective new commercial developers.
- We must closely align the activities and output of Town staff with the vision and goals of the Council. The output
from Town staff needs to be directly linked to the priorities of the Council as your elected representatives. This is
something that the Council and I have earnestly begun and we will remain diligent toward achieving such alignment
over the next few months.
I could go on, but I believe you probably understand my point.
Promoting the preservation of the essential elements of Sunnyvale that make us a very special community does not
mean “keep the status quo”. Change is essential for improvement of those facets of our Town operations that are
falling short of excellent or fail to meet the expectations of our citizens and stakeholders.
For the next two years, improvement and expansion of Town services, capabilities and outreach will be the focus of
my service to you as your Mayor. I welcome that opportunity.

Work on Capital Projects Continues
Collins Road
Engineering and design for the project were completed in early
2017. The Town is currently in the in the process of securing the
necessary right of way and easements as well as coordinating with
utility companies for the relocation of utilities (electric, cable, fiber, etc.)
Both are anticipated to be complete later in the fall, with construction
starting soon after.
Dallas County agreed to extend their 50/50 MCIP commitment
an additional million dollars to cover the increased costs to modify the
project limits to include the consolidation of the two Tripp intersections.
The modification enhances the overall safety, effectiveness and
efficiency of the project for both the Town and the County.
In April 2017, the Town Council approved issuing a Certificate of
Obligation for $4,390,000.
Road Construction
Construction will begin this month to repair/replace Barnes
Bridge Road between Beltline and Duck Creek, Long Creek Road
between SH-80 and Larkin, and Larkin Road between Long Creek
and Scyene. It is anticipated to be complete by the end of the summer.
In 2018, it is anticipated to repair/replace portion of Collins Road,
East Fork Road and Tripp Road.
Water Tower
Workers completed the concrete column and interior infrastructure
in March and started welding the bowl together in April. Construction
is anticipated to be completed in September with the tower being
operational in October. The Town is also in work installing the three
new water lines along Hidden Lakes and Town East to support the
new tower and should be completed by August.

Meet with
the
Mayor
AT TOWN HALL

Saturday, May 20th
9:30 am - Noon
Thursday, May 25th
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Mayor Phaup welcomes the
opportunity to meet with individual
citizens or groups at other times
more convenient to you. To
schedule a time, please call him at
home at 972-226-3757.

Town of Sunnyvale Government
Sunnyvale Fire/Rescue
Department
Sunnyvale Animal
Shelter
Sunnyvale Public
Library
@townofsunnyvale

Don’t forget to check with the Library
for information about their summer
reading programs, book club, and
storytime. With everything going on
at the Library, there is no reason to
hear, “I’m bored” this summer!
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